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Identity May 16 2021 This topical new book by
Zygmunt Bauman explores the notion of
identity in the modern world. As we grapple
with the insecurity and uncertainty of liquid
modernity, Bauman argues that our sociopolitical, cultural, professional, religious and
sexual identities are undergoing a process of
continual transformation. Identities the world
over have become more precarious than ever:
we live in an era of constant change and
disposability - whether it's last season's outfit,
or car, or even partner - and our identities as a
result have become transient and deeply
elusive. In a world of rapid global change
where national borders are increasingly eroded,
our identities are in a state of continuous flux.
Identity - a notion that by its very nature is
elusive and ambivalent - has become a key
concept for understanding the changing nature
of social life and personal experience in our
contemporary, liquid modern age. In this brief
book, Zygmunt Bauman explains compellingly
why this is so.
Liquid Love May 28 2022 This book is about the
central figure of our contemporary, ‘liquid
modern’ times – the man or woman with no
bonds, and particularly with none of the fixed
or durable bonds that would allow the effort of
self-definition and self-assertion to come to a
rest. Having no permanent bonds, the denizen
of our liquid modern society must tie whatever
bonds they can to engage with others, using
their own wits, skill and dedication. But none of
these bonds are guaranteed to last. Moreover,
they must be tied loosely so that they can be
untied again, quickly and as effortlessly as
possible, when circumstances change – as they
surely will in our liquid modern society, over
and over again. The uncanny frailty of human
bonds, the feeling of insecurity that frailty
inspires, and the conflicting desires to tighten
the bonds yet keep them loose, are the
principal themes of this important new book by
Zygmunt Bauman, one of the most original and
influential social thinkers of our time. It will be
of great interest to students and scholars in
sociology and in the social sciences and
humanities generally, and it will appeal to
anyone interested in the changing nature of
human relationships.
Liquid Times Jun 28 2022 The passage from
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‘solid’ to ‘liquid’ modernity has created a new
and unprecedented setting for individual life
pursuits, confronting individuals with a series
of challenges never before encountered. Social
forms and institutions no longer have enough
time to solidify and cannot serve as frames of
reference for human actions and long-term life
plans, so individuals have to find other ways to
organise their lives. They have to splice
together an unending series of short-term
projects and episodes that don’t add up to the
kind of sequence to which concepts like ‘career’
and ‘progress’ could meaningfully be applied.
Such fragmented lives require individuals to be
flexible and adaptable – to be constantly ready
and willing to change tactics at short notice, to
abandon commitments and loyalties without
regret and to pursue opportunities according to
their current availability. In liquid modernity
the individual must act, plan actions and
calculate the likely gains and losses of acting
(or failing to act) under conditions of endemic
uncertainty. Zygmunt Bauman’s brilliant
writings on liquid modernity have altered the
way we think about the contemporary world. In
this short book he explores the sources of the
endemic uncertainty which shapes our lives
today and, in so doing, he provides the reader
with a brief and accessible introduction to his
highly original account, developed at greater
length in his previous books, of life in our liquid
modern times.
Liquid Fear Oct 21 2021 Modernity was
supposed to be the period in human history
when the fears that pervaded social life in the
past could be left behind and human beings
could at last take control of their lives and tame
the uncontrolled forces of the social and natural
worlds. And yet, at the dawn of the twenty-first
century, we live again in a time of fear.
Whether its the fear of natural disasters, the
fear of environmental catastrophes or the fear
of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, we live today
in a state of constant anxiety about the dangers
that could strike unannounced and at any
moment. Fear is the name we give to our
uncertainty in the face of the dangers that
characterize our liquid modern age, to our
ignorance of what the threat is and our
incapacity to determine what can and can't be
done to counter it. This new book by Zygmunt
Bauman one of the foremost social thinkers of

our time is an inventory of liquid modern fears.
It is also an attempt to uncover their common
sources, to analyse the obstacles that pile up on
the road to their discovery and to examine the
ways of putting them out of action or rendering
them harmless. Through his brilliant account of
the fears and anxieties that weigh on us today,
Bauman alerts us to the scale of the task which
we shall have to confront through most of the
current century if we wish our fellow humans to
emerge at its end feeling more secure and selfconfident than we feel at its beginning.
Management in a Liquid Modern World Jul 30
2022 Management has been one of the driving
forces of the last century, indeed an idea and a
language that colonized most other institutions,
areas of human activity and walks of life, even
those that had until recently been regarded as
completely unmanageable, such as art,
academia and creativity. Some it supported and
others it destroyed, but there are few areas in
modern societies that have been untouched by
it. What is the meaning of management now
almost omnipresent and all-powerful in our
current bleak times, in our current state of
‘interregnum’ that is characterized by an
increasing sense of insecurity and
hopelessness, a time when, paradoxically, the
seemingly omnipotent force of management
does not seem to work? Does it have a role to
play today and in the future? What can it
become and whom should it serve when the
interregnum is over and a new, hopefully more
humane, system begins to dawn? These are
some of the questions explored in this timely
new book by Zygmunt Bauman, one of the
greatest thinkers of our times, architect and
Urban Studies professor Irena Bauman, and
two organization and management scholars,
Jerzy Kociatkiewicz and Monika Kostera.
The Individualized Society Nov 09 2020 We are
spurred into action by our troubles and fears;
but all too often our action fails to address the
true causes of our worries. When trying to
make sense of our lives, we tend to blame our
own failings and weaknesses for our
discomforts and defeats. And in doing so, we
make things worse rather than better.
Reasonable beings that we are, how does this
happen and why does it go on happening?
These are the questions addressed in this new
book by Zygmunt Bauman - one of the most
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original and perceptive social thinkers writing
today. For Bauman, the task of sociology is not
to censor or correct the stories we tell of our
lives, but to show that there are more ways in
which our life stories can be told. By bringing
into view the many complex dependencies
invisible from the vantage point of private
experience, sociology can help us to link our
individual decisions and actions to the deeper
causes of our troubles and fears - to the ways
we live, to the conditions under which we act,
to the socially drawn limits of our imagination
and ambition. Sociology can help us to
understand the processes that have shaped the
society in which we live today, a society in
which individualization has become our fate.
And sociology can also help us to see that if our
individual but shared anxieties are to be
effectively tackled, they need to be addressed
collectively, true to their social, not individual,
nature. The Individualized Society will be of
great interest to students of sociology, politics
and the social sciences and humanities
generally. It will also appeal to a broader range
of readers who are interested in the changing
nature of our social and political life today.
Intimacy in postmodern times Jul 26 2019
Zygmunt Bauman was one of the most
important social theorists of recent decades. He
did major work on the Holocaust, the
postmodern and much else, up to fifty-eight
books in English on almost as many topics. In
this book, Australian sociologist Peter Beilharz,
Bauman’s collaborator for thirty years, recounts
the details of their relationship, simultaneously
charting the changes that have occurred in
academic life from the 1980s to today.
Friendship was one of the bonds that made
Bauman and Beilharz’s intellectual
collaboration possible. Though the two were
worlds apart in terms of biography and place,
their work together was defined by a certain
kind of intimacy. Separated by a generation,
they collaborated for a generation together.
This book follows their story in touching detail
while puzzling over Bauman’s rich yet
contested legacy.
Zygmunt Bauman Jul 06 2020 This timely book
provides the definitive concise introduction to
the phenomenon of Zygmunt Bauman. After
introducing the man, his major influences and
his special way of 'thinking sociologically',
author Blackshaw traces the development of
Bauman's project by identifying and explaining
the major shifts of emphasis in his work – the
break with Marxism and the postmodern 'turn',
and the subsequent refocusing on 'liquid'
modernity – as well as offering a clear and
accessible guide to the key conceptual hinges
which move the reader on. This book, the only
concise introduction to Bauman's work on the
market, goes on to explain the importance of
the full range of persistent themes concerning
Bauman, dealing specifically with
individualization, freedom, identity, community,
social control, consumption and waste, building
a penetrating understanding of why these
issues matter for this Key Sociologist. Bauman's
ideas have impacted beyond sociology into
criminology, political theory, cultural studies,
leisure studies and so forth, and have also now
penetrated outside the walls of the academy
into social policy, welfare reform, social work
and politics. Making use of pedagogical
features such as boxed sections, chapter
culture-in-a-liquid-modern-world-zygmunt-bauman

summaries, an annotated bibliography and links
to further reading, this well-written text
assumes no prior familiarity with Bauman's
work and will appeal to anyone in any of these
fields wishing to get acquainted with the ideas
of one of the world's most wide-ranging
thinkers.
44 Letters From the Liquid Modern World Oct
01 2022 This liquid modern world of ours, like
all liquids, cannot stand still and keep its shape
for long. Everything keeps changing - the
fashions we follow, the events that
intermittently catch our attention, the things
we dream of and things we fear. And we, the
inhabitants of this world in flux, feel the need to
adjust to its tempo by being ‘flexible' and
constantly ready to change. We want to know
what is going on and what is likely to happen,
but what we get is an avalanche of information
that threatens to overwhelm us. How are we to
sift the information that really matters from the
heaps of useless and irrelevant rubbish? How
are we to derive meaningful messages from
senseless noise? We face the daunting task of
trying to distinguish the important from the
insubstantial, distil the things that matter from
false alarms and flashes in the pan. Nothing
escapes scrutiny so stubbornly as the ordinary
things of everyday life, hiding in the light of
deceptive and misleading familiarity. To turn
them into objects of attention and scrutiny, they
must first be torn out from that daily routine:
the apparently familiar must be made strange.
This is precisely what Zygmunt Bauman seeks
to do in these 44 letters: each tells a story
drawn from ordinary lives, but tells it in order
to reveal an extraordinariness that we might
otherwise overlook. Arresting, revealing,
disconcerting, these snapshots of life by the
most brilliant analyst of our liquid modern
world will appeal to a wide readership.
Routledge Handbook of Cultural Sociology Jun
16 2021 The thoroughly revised and updated
second edition of the Routledge Handbook of
Cultural Sociology provides an unparalleled
overview of sociological and related scholarship
on the complex relations of culture to social
structures and everyday life. With 70 essays
written by scholars from around the world, the
book brings diverse approaches into dialogue,
charting new pathways for understanding
culture in our global era. Short, accessible
chapters by contributing authors address
classic questions, emergent issues, and new
scholarship on topics ranging from cultural and
social theory to politics and the state, social
stratification, identity, community, aesthetics,
and social and cultural movements. In addition,
contributors explore developments central to
the constitution and reproduction of culture,
such as power, technology, and the
organization of work. This handbook is
essential reading for undergraduate and
postgraduate students interested in a wide
range of subfields within sociology, as well as
cultural studies, media and communication, and
postcolonial theory.
Collateral Damage Nov 21 2021 The term
‘collateral damage' has recently been added to
the vocabulary of military forces to refer to the
unintended consequences of armed
interventions, consequences that are unplanned
but nevertheless damaging and often very
costly in human and personal terms. But
collateral damage is not unique to the world of

armed intervention - it is also one of the most
salient and striking dimensions of
contemporary social inequality. The
inflammable mixture of growing social
inequality and the rising volume of human
suffering marginalized as ‘collateral' is
becoming one of most cataclysmic problems of
our time. For the political class, poverty is
commonly seen as a problem of law and order a matter of how to deal with individuals, such
as unemployed youths, who fall foul of the law.
But treating poverty as a criminal problem
obscures the social roots of inequality, which lie
in the combination of a consumerist life
philosophy propagated and instilled by a
consumer-oriented economy, on the one hand,
and the rapid shrinking of life chances available
to the poor, on the other. In our contemporary,
liquid-modern world, the poor are the collateral
damage of a profit-driven, consumer-oriented
society - ‘aliens inside' who are deprived of the
rights enjoyed by other members of the social
order. In this new book Zygmunt Bauman - one
of the most original and influential social
thinkers of our time - examines the selective
affinity between the growth of social inequality
and the rise in the volume of ‘collateral
damage' and considers its implications and its
costs.
Legislators and Interpreters Dec 23 2021 The
book discusses the role of intellectuals in the
modern world.Bauman connects this with
current analyses of modernity andpostmodernity. The theme of the book is that the
tasks ofintellectuals change from being
'legislators' to 'interpreters'with the transition
from modernity to post-modernity. The book
discusses the role of intellectuals in the modern
world.Bauman connects this with current
analyses of modernity andpost-modernity. The
theme of the book is that the tasks
ofintellectuals change from being 'legislators'
to 'interpreters'with the transition from
modernity to post-modernity.
The Art of Life Sep 07 2020 In our
individualized society we are all artists of life –
whether we know it or not, will it or not and
like it or not, by decree of society if not by our
own choice. In this society we are all expected,
rightly or wrongly, to give our lives purpose
and form by using our own skills and resources,
even if we lack the tools and materials with
which artists’ studios need to be equipped for
the artist’s work to be conceived and executed.
And we are praised or censured for the results
– for what we have managed or failed to
accomplish and for what we have achieved and
lost. In our liquid modern society we are also
taught to believe that the purpose of the art of
life should be and can be happiness – though
it’s not clear what happiness is, the images of a
happy state keep changing and the state of
happiness remains most of the time something
yet-to-be-reached. This new book by Zygmunt
Bauman – one of the most original and
influential social thinkers writing today – is not
a book of designs for the art of life nor a ‘how
to’ book: the construction of a design for life
and the way it is pursued is and cannot but be
an individual responsibility and individual
accomplishment. It is instead a brilliant account
of conditions under which our designs-for-life
are chosen, of the constraints that might be
imposed on their choice and of the interplay of
design, accident and character that shape their
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implementation. Last but not least, it is a study
of the ways in which our society – the liquid
modern, individualized society of consumers –
influences (but does not determine) the way we
construct and narrate our life trajectories.
Culture in a Liquid Modern World Nov 02
2022 In its original formulation, ‘culture' was
intended to be an agent for change, a mission
undertaken with the aim of educating ‘the
people' by bringing the best of human thought
and creativity to them. But in our contemporary
liquid-modern world, culture has lost its
missionary role and has become a means of
seduction: it seeks no longer to enlighten the
people but to seduce them. The function of
culture today is not to satisfy existing needs but
to create new ones, while simultaneously
ensuring that existing needs remain
permanently unfulfilled. Culture today likens
itself to a giant department store where the
shelves are overflowing with desirable goods
that are changed on a daily basis - just long
enough to stimulate desires whose gratification
is perpetually postponed. In this new book,
Zygmunt Bauman - one of the most brilliant and
influential social thinkers of our time - retraces
the peregrinations of the concept of culture and
examines its fate in a world marked by the
powerful new forces of globalization, migration
and the intermingling of populations. He argues
that Europe has a particularly important role to
play in revitalizing our understanding of
culture, precisely because Europe, with its
great diversity of peoples, languages and
histories, is the space where the Other is
always one's neighbour and where each is
constantly called upon to learn from everyone
else.
Postmodern Ethics Jun 24 2019 Zygmunt
Bauman's powerful and persuasive study of the
postmodern perspective on ethics is
particularly welcome. For Bauman the great
issues of ethics have lost none of their
topicality: they simply need to be seen, and
dealt with, in a wholly new way. Our era, he
suggests, may actually represent a dawning,
rather than a twilight, for ethics.
Postmodernity and its Discontents Apr 02 2020
When Freud wrote his classic Civilization and
its Discontents, he was concerned with
repression. Modern civilization depends upon
the constraint of impulse, the limiting of self
expression. Today, in the time of modernity,
Bauman argues, Freud's analysis no longer
holds good, if it ever did. The regulation of
desire turns from an irritating necessity into an
assault against individual freedom. In the
postmodern era, the liberty of the individual is
the overriding value, the criterion in terms of
which all social rules and regulations are
assessed. Postmodernity is governed by the
'will to happiness': the result, however, is a
sacrificing of security. The most prominent
anxieties in our society today, Bauman shows,
derive from the removal of security. The world
is experienced as overwhelmingly uncertain,
uncontrollable and frightening. Totalitarian
politics frightened by its awesome power; the
new social disorder frightens by its lack of
consistency and direction. The very pursuit of
individual happiness corrupts and undermines
those systems of authority needed for a stable
life. This book builds imaginatively upon
Bauman's earlier contributions to social theory.
It consolidates his reputation as the interpreter
culture-in-a-liquid-modern-world-zygmunt-bauman

of postmodernity. The book will appeal to
second-year undergraduates and above in
sociology, cultural studies, philosophy and
anthropology.
Social Theory Re-Wired Dec 31 2019 This social
theory text combines the structure of a print
reader with the ability to tailor the course via
an extensive interactive website. Readings from
important classical and contemporary theorists
are placed in conversation with one another
through core themes—the puzzle of social
order, the dark side of modernity, identity, etc.
The website includes videos, interactive
commentaries, summaries of key concepts,
exams and quizzes, annotated selections from
key readings, classroom activities, and more.
See the website at
www.routledgesoc.com/theory New to the
second edition: Expanded web content.
Teacher/student feedback employed to clarify
difficult concepts. Reframed contemporary
section now offers readings by Robert Merton,
Bruno Latour, David Harvey, Zygmut Bauman,
and Anthony Giddens.
Moral Blindness Feb 22 2022 Evil is not
confined to war or to circumstances in which
people are acting under extreme duress. Today
it more frequently reveals itself in the everyday
insensitivity to the suffering of others, in the
inability or refusal to understand them and in
the casual turning away of one’s ethical gaze.
Evil and moral blindness lurk in what we take
as normality and in the triviality and banality of
everyday life, and not just in the abnormal and
exceptional cases. The distinctive kind of moral
blindness that characterizes our societies is
brilliantly analysed by Zygmunt Bauman and
Leonidas Donskis through the concept of
adiaphora: the placing of certain acts or
categories of human beings outside of the
universe of moral obligations and evaluations.
Adiaphora implies an attitude of indifference to
what is happening in the world – a moral
numbness. In a life where rhythms are dictated
by ratings wars and box-office returns, where
people are preoccupied with the latest gadgets
and forms of gossip, in our ‘hurried life’ where
attention rarely has time to settle on any issue
of importance, we are at serious risk of losing
our sensitivity to the plight of the other. Only
celebrities or media stars can expect to be
noticed in a society stuffed with sensational,
valueless information. This probing inquiry into
the fate of our moral sensibilities will be of
great interest to anyone concerned with the
most profound changes that are silently
shaping the lives of everyone in our
contemporary liquid-modern world.
Modernity and Ambivalence May 04 2020
Modern civilization, Bauman argues, promised
to make our lives understandable and open to
our control. This has not happened and today
we no longer believe it ever will. In this book,
now available in paperback, Bauman argues
that our postmodern age is the time for
reconciliation with ambivalence, we must learn
how to live in an incurably ambiguous world.
Living on Borrowed Time Sep 19 2021 The
global financial crisis has shattered the illusion
that all was well with capitalism and forced us
to confront the great challenges we face today
with a new sense of urgency. Few are better
placed to do this than Zygmunt Bauman, a
social thinker whose writings on liquid
modernity have pioneered a new way of seeing

the world in which we live at the dawn of the
21st Century. Our liquid modern world is
characterized by the transition from a society of
producers to a society of consumers, the
natural extension of which is the society of
perpetual debtors. The ruling idea of the
society of consumers is to prevent needs from
being satisfied and to create demand; its
natural extension is to enable consumers to
consume more by borrowing. Debt was
transformed into a crucial profit-earning asset
of capitalism in liquid modern times. The
present-day 'credit crunch' is not the outcome
of the banks' failure but rather the fruit of their
success in transforming the majority of men
and women, young and old, into a race of
debtors. They got what they were looking for: a
society of debtors whose condition of being in
debt was made self-perpetuating, with more
debts being offered, and more undertaken, as
the only way of escaping from the debts already
incurred. Starting from this reflection on the
current global financial crisis and prompted by
the probing questions of his interlocutor, Citlali
Rovirosa-Madrazo, Bauman examines in an
historical perspective some of the most
pressing moral and political issues of our time,
from international terrorism and the rise of
religious and secular fundamentalism to the
decline of the nation-state and the threats
posed by global warming, issues whose
seriousness and urgency attest to the fact that
we are living today not only on borrowed money
but also on borrowed time.
Identity Aug 19 2021 This topical new book by
Zygmunt Bauman explores the notion of
identity in the modern world. As we grapple
with the insecurity and uncertainty of liquid
modernity, Bauman argues that our sociopolitical, cultural, professional, religious and
sexual identities are undergoing a process of
continual transformation. Identities the world
over have become more precarious than ever:
we live in an era of constant change and
disposability - whether it's last season’s outfit,
or car, or even partner – and our identities as a
result have become transient and deeply
elusive. In a world of rapid global change
where national borders are increasingly eroded,
our identities are in a state of continuous flux.
Identity - a notion that by its very nature is
elusive and ambivalent – has become a key
concept for understanding the changing nature
of social life and personal experience in our
contemporary, liquid modern age. In this brief
book, Zygmunt Bauman explains compellingly
why this is so.
Liquid Surveillance Mar 14 2021 ‘Today the
smallest details of our daily lives are tracked
and traced more closely than ever before, and
those who are monitored often cooperate
willingly with the monitors. From London and
New York to New Delhi, Shanghai and Rio de
Janeiro, video cameras are a familiar and
accepted sight in public places. Air travel now
commonly involves devices such as bodyscanners and biometric checks that have
proliferated in the wake of 9/11. And every day
Google and credit-card issuers note the details
of our habits, concerns and preferences, quietly
prompting customized marketing strategies
with our active, all too often zealous
cooperation. In today’s liquid modern world,
the paths of daily life are mobile and flexible.
Crossing national borders is a commonplace
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activity and immersion in social media
increasingly ubiquitous. Today’s citizens,
workers, consumers and travellers are always
on the move but often lacking certainty and
lasting bonds. But in this world where spaces
may not be fixed and time is boundless, our
perpetual motion does not go unnoticed.
Surveillance spreads in hitherto unimaginable
ways, responding to and reproducing the
slippery nature of modern life, seeping into
areas where it once had only marginal sway. In
this book the surveillance analysis of David
Lyon meets the liquid modern world so
insightfully dissected by Zygmunt Bauman. Is a
dismal future of moment-by-moment monitoring
closing in, or are there still spaces of freedom
and hope? How do we realize our responsibility
for the human beings before us, often lost in
discussions of data and categorization? Dealing
with questions of power, technology and
morality, this book is a brilliant analysis of what
it means to be watched – and watching – today.
Liquid Evil Mar 26 2022 There is nothing new
about evil; it has been with us since time
immemorial. But there is something new about
the kind of evil that characterizes our
contemporary liquid-modern world. The evil
that characterized earlier forms of solid
modernity was concentrated in the hands of
states claiming monopolies on the means of
coercion and using the means at their disposal
to pursue their ends ends that were at times
horrifically brutal and barbaric. In our
contemporary liquid-modern societies, by
contrast, evil has become altogether more
pervasive and at the same time less visible.
Liquid evil hides in the seams of the canvass
woven daily by the liquid-modern mode of
human interaction and commerce, conceals
itself in the very tissue of human cohabitation
and in the course of its routine and day-to-day
reproduction. Evil lurks in the countless black
holes of a thoroughly deregulated and
privatized social space in which cutthroat
competition and mutual estrangement have
replaced cooperation and solidarity, while
forceful individualization erodes the adhesive
power of inter-human bonds. In its present form
evil is hard to spot, unmask and resist. It
seduces us by its ordinariness and then jumps
out without warning, striking seemingly at
random. The result is a social world that is
comparable to a minefield: we know it is full of
explosives and that explosions will happen
sooner or later but we have no idea when and
where they will occur. In this new book, the
sequel to their acclaimed work Moral Blindness
Zygmunt Bauman and Leonidas Donskis guide
the reader through this new terrain in which
evil has become both more ordinary and more
insidious, threatening to strip humanity of its
dreams, alternative projects and powers of
dissent at the very time when they are needed
most.
44 Letters From the Liquid Modern World
Jan 12 2021 This liquid modern world of ours,
like all liquids, cannot stand still and keep its
shape for long. Everything keeps changing - the
fashions we follow, the events that
intermittently catch our attention, the things
we dream of and things we fear. And we, the
inhabitants of this world in flux, feel the need to
adjust to its tempo by being ‘flexible' and
constantly ready to change. We want to know
what is going on and what is likely to happen,
culture-in-a-liquid-modern-world-zygmunt-bauman

but what we get is an avalanche of information
that threatens to overwhelm us. How are we to
sift the information that really matters from the
heaps of useless and irrelevant rubbish? How
are we to derive meaningful messages from
senseless noise? We face the daunting task of
trying to distinguish the important from the
insubstantial, distil the things that matter from
false alarms and flashes in the pan. Nothing
escapes scrutiny so stubbornly as the ordinary
things of everyday life, hiding in the light of
deceptive and misleading familiarity. To turn
them into objects of attention and scrutiny, they
must first be torn out from that daily routine:
the apparently familiar must be made strange.
This is precisely what Zygmunt Bauman seeks
to do in these 44 letters: each tells a story
drawn from ordinary lives, but tells it in order
to reveal an extraordinariness that we might
otherwise overlook. Arresting, revealing,
disconcerting, these snapshots of life by the
most brilliant analyst of our liquid modern
world will appeal to a wide readership.
Born Liquid Oct 09 2020 Born Liquid is the
last work by the great sociologist and social
theorist Zygmunt Bauman, whose brilliant
analyses of liquid modernity changed the way
we think about our world today. At the time of
his death, Bauman was working on this short
book, a conversation with the Italian journalist
Thomas Leoncini, exactly sixty years his junior.
In these exchanges with Leoncini, Bauman
considers, for the first time, the world of those
born after the early 1980s, the individuals who
were ‘born liquid’ and feel at home in a society
of constant flux. As always, taking his cue from
contemporary issues and debates, Bauman
examines this world by discussing what are
often regarded as its most ephemeral features.
The transformation of the body – tattoos,
cosmetic surgery, hipsters – aggression,
bullying, the Internet, online dating, gender
transitions and changing sexual preferences are
all analysed with characteristic brilliance in this
concise and topical book, which will be of
particular interest to young people, natives of
the liquid modern world, as well as to Bauman’s
many readers of all generations.
The Sociology of Zygmunt Bauman Mar 02
2020 Zygmunt Bauman is one of the most
inspirational and controversial thinkers on the
scene of contemporary sociology. For several
decades he has provided compelling analyses
and diagnoses of a vast variety of aspects of
modern and liquid modern living. This book
considers the theoretical significance of his
contribution to sociology, but also discusses
and adopts a critical stance towards his work.
The Sociology of Zygmunt Bauman introduces
and critically appraises some of the most
significant as well as some of the lesser known
of Bauman's contributions to contemporary
sociology. An international team of scholars
delineates and discusses how Bauman's
treatment of these themes challenges
conventional wisdom in sociology, thereby
revising and revitalizing sociological theory. As
a special feature, the book concludes with
Bauman's intriguing reflections and
contemplations on his own life and intellectual
trajectory, published here for the first time in
English. In this postscript aptly entitled 'Pro
Domo Sua' ('About Myself'), he describes the
pushes and pulls that throughout the years
have shaped his thinking.

State of Crisis Jan 24 2022 Today we hear
much talk of crisis and comparisons are often
made with the Great Depression of the 1930s,
but there is a crucial difference that sets our
current malaise apart from the 1930s: today we
no longer trust in the capacity of the state to
resolve the crisis and to chart a new way
forward. In our increasingly globalized world,
states have been stripped of much of their
power to shape the course of events. Many of
our problems are globally produced but the
volume of power at the disposal of individual
nation-states is simply not sufficient to cope
with the problems they face. This divorce
between power and politics produces a new
kind of paralysis. It undermines the political
agency that is needed to tackle the crisis and it
saps citizens’ belief that governments can
deliver on their promises. The impotence of
governments goes hand in hand with the
growing cynicism and distrust of citizens.
Hence the current crisis is at once a crisis of
agency, a crisis of representative democracy
and a crisis of the sovereignty of the state. In
this book the world-renowned sociologist
Zygmunt Bauman and fellow traveller Carlo
Bordoni explore the social and political
dimensions of the current crisis. While this
crisis has been greatly exacerbated by the
turmoil following the financial crisis of 2007-8,
Bauman and Bordoni argue that the crisis
facing Western societies is rooted in a much
more profound series of transformations that
stretch back further in time and are producing
long-lasting effects. This highly original
analysis of our current predicament by two of
the world’s leading social thinkers will be of
interest to a wide readership.
Legislators and Interpreters Feb 10 2021 The
book discusses the role of intellectuals in the
modern world. Bauman connects this with
current analyses of modernity and postmodernity. The theme of the book is that the
tasks of intellectuals change from being
'legislators' to 'interpreters' with the transition
from modernity to post-modernity. The book
discusses the role of intellectuals in the modern
world. Bauman connects this with current
analyses of modernity and post-modernity. The
theme of the book is that the tasks of
intellectuals change from being 'legislators' to
'interpreters' with the transition from
modernity to post-modernity.
Machine Habitus Oct 28 2019 We commonly
think of society as made of and by humans, but
with the proliferation of machine learning and
AI technologies, this is clearly no longer the
case. Billions of automated systems tacitly
contribute to the social construction of reality
by drawing algorithmic distinctions between
the visible and the invisible, the relevant and
the irrelevant, the likely and the unlikely – on
and beyond platforms. Drawing on the work of
Pierre Bourdieu, this book develops an original
sociology of algorithms as social agents,
actively participating in social life. Through a
wide range of examples, Massimo Airoldi shows
how society shapes algorithmic code, and how
this culture in the code guides the practical
behaviour of the code in the culture, shaping
society in turn. The ‘machine habitus’ is the
generative mechanism at work throughout
myriads of feedback loops linking humans with
artificial social agents, in the context of digital
infrastructures and pre-digital social structures.
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Machine Habitus will be of great interest to
students and scholars in sociology, media and
cultural studies, science and technology studies
and information technology, and to anyone
interested in the growing role of algorithms and
AI in our social and cultural life.
Postmortal Society Nov 29 2019 Throughout
history mankind has struggled to reconcile
itself with the inescapability of its own
mortality. This book explores the themes of
immortality and survivalism in contemporary
culture, shedding light on the varied and
ingenious ways in which humans and human
societies aspire to confront and deal with death,
or even seek to outlive it, as it were. Bringing
together theoretical and empirical work from
internationally acclaimed scholars across a
range of disciplines, Postmortal Society offers
studies of the strategies adopted and means
available in modern society for trying to ‘cheat’
death or prolong life, the status of the dead in
the modern Western world, the effects of
beliefs that address the terror of death in other
areas of life, the ‘immortalisation’ of celebrities,
the veneration of the dead in virtual worlds,
symbolic immortality through work, the
implications of understanding ‘immortality’ in
chemical-neuronal terms, and the apparent
paradox of our greater reverence for the dead
in increasingly secular, capitalist societies. A
fascinating collection of studies that explore
humanity’s attempts to deal with its own
mortality in the modern age, this book will
appeal to sociologists, anthropologists,
philosophers and scholars of cultural studies
with interests in death and dying.
Modern Sociologists on Society and
Religion Aug 07 2020 Modern Sociologists on
Society and Religion provides an introduction
to some of the most influential figures in
contemporary social theory with an emphasis
on their analyses of society and religion. The
figures profiled include Erving Goffman,
Zygmunt Bauman, Michel Foucault, Peter L.
Berger, Thomas Luckmann, Jürgen Habermas,
Pierre Bourdieu, Anthony Giddens, Arlie
Hochschild, Richard Sennett, and Patricia Hill
Collins. The introduction places these
sociologists in contemporary social discourse.
Each chapter begins with an introduction to the
main work and social analyses of the sociologist
in question. After a brief critical assessment, it
outlines their view on religion, followed by
examples of how other sociologists have used
their theories to study religion. Each chapter
ends with the authors’ suggestions for how
their perspectives can be used to analyze the
role of religion in contemporary society. The
book provides a general introduction and
overview of social analyses in modern
sociology. It is a rich resource for scholars and
students on all levels who are interested in
social theory and the complexity of religion in
contemporary society.
Consuming Life Jul 18 2021 With the advent of
liquid modernity, the society of producers is
transformed into a society of consumers. In this
new consumer society, individuals become
simultaneously the promoters of commodities
and the commodities they promote. They are, at
one and the same time, the merchandise and
the marketer, the goods and the travelling
salespeople. They all inhabit the same social
space that is customarily described by the term
the market. The test they need to pass in order
culture-in-a-liquid-modern-world-zygmunt-bauman

to acquire the social prizes they covet requires
them to recast themselves as products capable
of drawing attention to themselves. This subtle
and pervasive transformation of consumers into
commodities is the most important feature of
the society of consumers. It is the hidden truth,
the deepest and most closely guarded secret, of
the consumer society in which we now live. In
this new book Zygmunt Bauman examines the
impact of consumerist attitudes and patterns of
conduct on various apparently unconnected
aspects of social life politics and democracy,
social divisions and stratification, communities
and partnerships, identity building, the
production and use of knowledge, and value
preferences. The invasion and colonization of
the web of human relations by the worldviews
and behavioural patterns inspired and shaped
by commodity markets, and the sources of
resentment, dissent and occasional resistance
to the occupying forces, are the central themes
of this brilliant new book by one of the worlds
most original and insightful social thinkers.
Retrotopia Apr 14 2021 We have long since
lost our faith in the idea that human beings
could achieve human happiness in some future
ideal state—a state that Thomas More, writing
five centuries ago, tied to a topos, a fixed place,
a land, an island, a sovereign state under a wise
and benevolent ruler. But while we have lost
our faith in utopias of all hues, the human
aspiration that made this vision so compelling
has not died. Instead it is re-emerging today as
a vision focused not on the future but on the
past, not on a future-to-be-created but on an
abandoned and undead past that we could call
retrotopia. The emergence of retrotopia is
interwoven with the deepening gulf between
power and politics that is a defining feature of
our contemporary liquid-modern world—the
gulf between the ability to get things done and
the capability of deciding what things need to
be done, a capability once vested with the
territorially sovereign state. This deepening
gulf has rendered nation-states unable to
deliver on their promises, giving rise to a
widespread disenchantment with the idea that
the future will improve the human condition
and a mistrust in the ability of nation-states to
make this happen. True to the utopian spirit,
retrotopia derives its stimulus from the urge to
rectify the failings of the present human
condition—though now by resurrecting the
failed and forgotten potentials of the past.
Imagined aspects of the past, genuine or
putative, serve as the main landmarks today in
drawing the road-map to a better world. Having
lost all faith in the idea of building an
alternative society of the future, many turn
instead to the grand ideas of the past, buried
but not yet dead. Such is retrotopia, the
contours of which are examined by Zygmunt
Bauman in this sharp dissection of our
contemporary romance with the past.
What Use is Sociology? Dec 11 2020 What's
the use of sociology? The question has been
asked often enough and it leaves a lingering
doubt in the minds of many. At a time when
there is widespread scepticism about the value
of sociology and of the social sciences
generally, this short book by one of the world's
leading thinkers offers a passionate, engaging
and important statement of the need for
sociology. In a series of conversations with
Michael Hviid Jacobsen and Keith Tester,

Zygmunt Bauman explains why sociology is
necessary if we hope to live fully human lives.
But the kind of sociology he advocates is one
which sees 'use' as more than economic success
and knowledge as more than the generation of
facts. Bauman makes a powerful case for the
practice of sociology as an ongoing dialogue
with human experience, and in so doing he
issues a call for us all to start questioning the
common sense of our everyday lives. He also
offers the clearest statement yet of the
principles which inform his own work,
reflecting on his life and career and on the role
of sociology in our contemporary liquid-modern
world. This book stands as a testimony to
Bauman's belief in the enduring relevance of
sociology. But it is also a call to us all to start
questioning the world in which we live and to
transform ourselves from being the victims of
circumstance into the makers of our own
history. For that, at the end of the day, is the
use of sociology.
Liquid Modernity Aug 31 2022 In this new
book, Bauman examines how we have moved
away from a 'heavy' and 'solid', hardwarefocused modernity to a 'light' and 'liquid',
software-based modernity. This passage, he
argues, has brought profound change to all
aspects of the human condition. The new
remoteness and un-reachability of global
systemic structure coupled with the
unstructured and under-defined, fluid state of
the immediate setting of life-politics and human
togetherness, call for the rethinking of the
concepts and cognitive frames used to narrate
human individual experience and their joint
history. This book is dedicated to this task.
Bauman selects five of the basic concepts which
have served to make sense of shared human life
- emancipation, individuality, time/space, work
and community - and traces their successive
incarnations and changes of meaning. Liquid
Modernity concludes the analysis undertaken in
Bauman's two previous books Globalization:
The Human Consequences and In Search of
Politics. Together these volumes form a brilliant
analysis of the changing conditions of social
and political life by one of the most original
thinkers writing today.
The New Bauman Reader Aug 26 2019 This
book presents a wide range of important, lively
and engaging readings, aiming to capture the
originality of Bauman's special way of doing
sociology and all the complexity of his core
ideas, in a way that connects with twenty-first
century minds.
Liquid Sociology Apr 26 2022 Zygmunt
Bauman’s ’liquid sociology’ confronts the
awesome task of reminding individual men and
women that an alternative way of living
together is within our eminent capabilities, if
only we start to think differently about our
world. The metaphor of ’liquidity’, which has
become such a prominent feature of his
writings since 2000, provides us with just such
a new interpretation, with a novel ’way of
seeing’. Each chapter in this unique collection
takes seriously Bauman’s analysis of modernity
as ’liquid’, throwing new light upon global
social problems, as well as opening up a space
for assessing the nature of Bauman’s
contribution to sociology, and for
understanding what may be gained and lost by
embracing an artistic sensibility within the
social sciences. With contributions from
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internationally renowned scholars, this book
will appeal to all those interested in Bauman’s
work, especially within sociology, social,
political and cultural theory, and to anyone
curious about the value of metaphor in
interpreting the social world.
Mortality, Immortality and Other Life
Strategies Sep 27 2019 Zygmunt Bauman's new
book is a brilliant exploration, from a
sociological point of view, of the 'taboo' subject
in modern societies: death and dying. The book
develops a new theory of the ways in which
human mortality is reacted to, and dealt with,
in social institutions and culture. The
hypothesis explored in the book is that the
necessity of human beings to live with the
constant awareness of death accounts for
crucial aspects of the social organization of all
known societies. Two different 'life strategies'

culture-in-a-liquid-modern-world-zygmunt-bauman

are distinguished in respect of reactions to
mortality. One, 'the modern strategy',
deconstructs mortality by translating the
insoluble issue of death into many specific
problems of health and disease which are
'soluble in principle'. The 'post-modern
strategy' is one of deconstructing immortality:
life is transformed into a constant rehearsal of
'reversible death', a substitution of 'temporary
disappearance' for the irrevocable termination
of life. This profound and provocative book will
appeal to a wide audience. It will also be of
particular interest to students and professionals
in the areas of sociology, anthropology,
theology and philosophy.
Does Ethics Have a Chance in a World of
Consumers? Jun 04 2020 Bauman urges us to
think in new ways about a newly flexible, newly

challenging modern world. In an era of routine
travel, where most people circulate widely, the
inherited beliefs that aid our thinking about the
world have become an obstacle. He challenges
members of the “knowledge class” to overcome
their estrangement from the rest of society.
Modernity and the Holocaust Jan 30 2020
Sociology is concerned with modern society,
but has never come to terms with one of the
most distinctive and horrific aspects of
modernity - the Holocaust. The book examines
what sociology can teach us about the
Holocaust, but more particularly concentrates
upon the lessons which the Holocaust has for
sociology. Bauman's work demonstrates that
the Holocaust has to be understood as deeply
involved with the nature of modernity. There is
nothing comparable to this work available in
the sociological literature.

6/6

Read Free mylifeisg.com on December 3, 2022 Pdf File Free

